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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall contain a written description of tine invention, and of tlie manner and process of 
mailing and using it, in sucli full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claims contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. "Computer-readable medium" is not described 
in the specification. Specification only mentions information record medium in 
paragraphs 0001 , 0002, 0008, 001 1 and so on. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 1, 2 and 4-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 



unpatentable over U.S. Patent Pub. 2002/0110368 A1 to Mori et al. "Mori". 
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As to claim 1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 1 , 12 and 13, Mori discloses an information record 
reproduction apparatus comprising: 

a first record unit which records plural still picture information on an information record 
medium (0002;0010); 

a second record unit which records, on the information record medium (0010), transition 
effect information including transition effect kind information (0222) indicating a kind of 
transition effect (0022; wiping in several directions, fading into black and etc), , transition 
effect time information indicating a period of the transition effect (0221, transition time 
period) and cross transition information indicating whether or not to apply a cross 
transition (apply transition or no transition 0403-0405) executing the transition effect 
between successive still picture information in parallel in terms of time, for each still 
picture information between the plural still picture information to be successively 
reproduced (0403-0405; Fig. 66; ability to immediately display a picture i.e. no 
transition or ability to display transition effect i.e. transition); 
a reading unit which reads the plural still picture information and the transition effect 
information from the information record medium (0404); and 
a reproduction unit which controls presence or absence of application of the cross 
transltlon( no transition) In accordance with the transition effect information and 
reproduces the plural still pictures (0403-0405; Fig. 66; ability to immediately display a 
picture i.e. no transition and ability to display transition effect i.e. transition) 

As to claim 2, Mori further discloses wherein the transition time information 
includes: 
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start transition effect time information Indicating a period of a transition effect at a time 
of starting a display of ihe still picture information; and 

end transition effect time information indicating a period of a transition effect at a time of 
ending the display of the still picture information (0221 ). 

As to claim 4, Mori discloses wherein the transition effect information is recorded 
for each still picture set constructed by the still picture information to be successively 
reproduced, and the cross transition (no transition) information is identically defined for 
all the transitions between the plural still picture information included in the still picture 
set (Fig. 25; 0221-0222). 

As to claim 5, Mori further comprising playlist information defining a reproduction 
sequence of the plural still pictures, wherein the transition effect information is included 
in the playlist information (Fig. 40 ;0403-405). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent Pub. 2002/0110368 A1 to Mori et al. "Mori" and in view of U.S. Patent 
5,959,690 to Toebes, VIII et al. "Toebes" 

As to claim 3, Mori as discussed in claim 1 above does not expressly disclose 
wherein the cross transition is a process of executing a transition at a time of ending a 
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display of first still picture information and a transition at a time of starting a display of 
second still picture information to be reproduced subsequently to the first still picture 
information during a same period. 

Toebes discloses wherein the cross transition (Fig. 12 shows cross transition) is 
a process of executing a transition at a time of ending a display of first still picture (From 
Frame is a first still picture, Fig. 12) information and a transition at a time of starting a 
display of second still picture (To Frame is a second still picture, Fig. 12) information to 
be reproduced subsequently to the first still picture information during a same period 
(Col. 22, lines 21-67; Fig. 12). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Mori with the teachings of Toebes. Motivation to combine would 
have been to allow a viewer of pictures or frames to view the next frame before waiting 
for the previous frame to completely go off the screen. Thus saving time to a viewer. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ASHER KHAN whose telephone number is (571 )270- 
5203. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks- Harold can be reached on (571)272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/530,042 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2621 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marsha D. Banks-Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



/A. K./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



